
HUMAN FRAMES TEN PSYCHOLOGICAL STATES 

77 video artists and filmmakers from Asia and Europe  
 

Lowave is proud to present, Human Frames, an international project that aims to make the psychological 

connection between the creation of cinema and video art with the human condition. The cycle unites the work of 

video artists and experimental filmmakers from Europe and Asia into a composition of ten thematic programmes, 

each exploring a specific human emotion namely, Happiness, Desire, Madness, Fanaticism, Fear, Anger, 

Isolation, Melancholy, Mono no Aware, and Impermanence. 

 

Developed by curators from the two continents, the program is a tapestry of Eastern and Western cultures, 

breaking boundaries and creating bonds with one another in a symphony of unorthodox visual aesthetics and 

sound engineering. Herein lies the crux of Human Frames, the ideologically transcending portrayal of a timeless 

and universal panorama of human tempers that lay beyond national, social and cultural affiliations to form a 

sentimental portrait of the human condition.  

 

The films in the ten temperaments exhibit a myriad of filmic language and aesthetic tendencies. The political 

subtext in Fanaticism and Madness is explored through the surreal and abstract. The tragedies and comedies in 

the narratives of Melancholy, Impermanence and Happiness are reminiscent of poetic literature. The themes in 

Fear, Anger or Desire seek to redefine frontiers of expressing emotion through the interaction between visual 

and audio elements. Imaginative modes of artistic production resonates the idea of Mono no aware while 

Isolation is treated with sentimental textures in the graphic misc-en-scene. 

 

The spectator experiences a sensorial surge from the artists exploitation of imagery and acoustic ecology that 

are bizarre, unexpected and experimental in nature. The scope of work include documentary films, animation art, 

video captures of live performances, musicals, silent films, dance films, montages of archival footage, digital art, 

murals, visual noise or a combination of two or three complementary genres. 

 

This assembly of films creates an opportunity to confront and compare the different approaches in which the 

artists employ to navigate the realities of the emotional states. Each program strives to encompass various 

angles of interpretation by the inclusion of works from a wide spectrum of geographical origins, genres, duration 

and mediums of communication. What can be seen is a juxtaposition of form and content, yet each work has a 

point of view that is significant and bears a life of its own. 

 

The thematic undercurrents of each program construct a framework of study that echoes the history of art and 

reflects upon the anthropology and social systems of rich World cultures. There are diverse fields of 

contemporary aesthetic research embedded in the abstract. They may be questioned either as a collective or 



intimate individual statements; inspired by the historical parentage and legacy of past experimental pioneers or 

may strive in the fracture and exploration of new ground. Human Frames is a platform for theorists and thinkers 

to research and make intellectual inquiries into the place of humanity in society, in art and in images within the 

context of an era whereby their production has become so dramatically rampant and accessible.   

 

Human Frames has the capacity to take various forms such as publications, projection screenings, public 

debates, and symposiums. After its theatrical release at The Substation in Singapore, it will be presented for the 

first time in the form of an exhibition at the Museum KIT (Kunst-im-tunnel) in Düsseldorf from 11 June to 24 July. 

 

More information can be found on the KIT site www.kunst-im-tunnel.de or on the official Human Frames site 

www.human-frames.com 

 

 

 

http://www.kunst-im-tunnel.de/
http://www.human-frames.com/

